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Jesus the Truth

· As we prepare for Easter, we went to when the Gospels come to that fateful week of Passover just prior to the Cross.  
· The fullest account of it is in John 13-17, we call it the Upper Room Discourse.  

John 14:1-7 NIV
1 “Do not let your hearts be troubled. You believe in God; believe also in me. 2 My Father’s house has many rooms; if that were not so, would I have told you that I am going there to prepare a place for you? 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be with me that you also may be where I am. 4 You know the way to the place where I am going.” 5 Thomas said to him, “Lord, we don’t know where you are going, so how can we know the way?” 6 Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. 7 If you really know me, you will know my Father as well. From now on, you do know him and have seen him.” 

· Today we look at Jesus the Truth.  
· Jesus said, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.”
· That too is an exclusive claim.  But what is truth?

John 18:28-39 NIV
28 Then the Jews led Jesus from Caiaphas to the palace of the Roman governor. By now it was early morning, and to avoid ceremonial uncleanness the Jews did not enter the palace; they wanted to be able to eat the Passover. 29 So Pilate came out to them and asked, "What charges are you bringing against this man?"  30 "If he were not a criminal," they replied, "we would not have handed him over to you." 31 Pilate said, "Take him yourselves and judge him by your own law." "But we have no right to execute anyone," the Jews objected. 32 This happened so that the words Jesus had spoken indicating the kind of death he was going to die would be fulfilled. 33 Pilate then went back inside the palace, summoned Jesus and asked him, "Are you the king of the Jews?"  34 "Is that your own idea," Jesus asked, "or did others talk to you about me?" 35 "Am I a Jew?" Pilate replied. "It was your people and your chief priests who handed you over to me. What is it you have done?" 36 Jesus said, "My kingdom is not of this world. If it were, my servants would fight to prevent my arrest by the Jews. But now my kingdom is from another place."  37 "You are a king, then!" said Pilate. Jesus answered, "You are right in saying I am a king. In fact, for this reason I was born, and for this I came into the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone on the side of truth listens to me." 38 "What is truth?" Pilate asked. With this he went out again to the Jews and said, "I find no basis for a charge against him. 

Richard Dawkins: “Faith is the great cop-out, the great excuse to evade the need to think and evaluate evidence. Faith is belief in spite of, even perhaps because of, the lack of evidence.”

Christopher Hitchens: “I hold that the influence of churches and the effect of religious belief is positively harmful.”


· Author Ravi Zacharias suggests that if a worldview is to be considered workable, it needs to be able to provide an answer for the following: Origins, Meaning, Morality, and Destiny. 
· And then he adds that these 4 Questions must be answered in two ways:
· Every particular answer must correspond with truth, either imperial evidence (in other words physical or historical evidence) or logical reasoning processes.
· And when those four answers are put together, they must be coherent and livable.

1. Regarding Origins:

· The Christian theist claims that the universe came to be by an intelligent, all-powerful, first-cause Creator God.

Genesis 1:1 ESV
In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. 

Colossians 1:16-17 ESV
For by him all things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things were created through him and for him. 17 And he is before all things, and in him all things hold together. 

· The challenge that the naturalist and materialist needs to be able to answer is, how did such a finely-tuned, intelligible universe come into existence by unliving natural means.
· How does life spawn from non-living matter?  And where did matter come from?  

Stephen Hawking:
"Because there is a law such as gravity, the universe can and will create itself from nothing. Spontaneous creation is the reason there is something rather than nothing, why the universe exists, why we exist. It is not necessary to invoke God to light the blue touch paper and set the universe going."

John Lennox challenges this saying, “If I say X creates Y, this presupposes the existence of X in the first place, in order to bring Y into existence.”…. “To presuppose the existence of the universe to account for its own existence is illogically incoherent.”
What this shows he says, “is that nonsense is still nonsense even when talked by world-famous scientists.”


2. Regarding Meaning: 
(the 2nd Question in Ravi Zacharias’ 4 Questions)

Genesis 1:26-28 ESV
26 Then God said, "Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. And let them have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over the livestock and over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth." 27 So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created them. 28 And God blessed them.

· The Christian theist believes that human beings were created in the image of God, which gives then near infinite purpose and value.  

William Province: “The universe cares nothing for us and we have no ultimate meaning in life.”

C.S. Lewis  “Atheism turns out to be too simple. If the whole universe has no meaning, we should never have found out that it has no meaning...” 


3. Regarding Morality: 
(the 3rd Question in Ravi Zacharias’ 4 Questions)

Kurt Vonnegut: “Being a Humanist means trying to behave decently without expectation of rewards or punishment after you are dead.” 

· Can you be good without God isn’t really the question, the better question is, “Can you be good enough?”

C.S. Lewis challenged that thought:
“Whenever you find a man who says he doesn’t believe in a real Right and Wrong, you will find the same man going back on this a moment later.”

· It was Jesus who told Pilate… 
John 18:36  
Jesus said, “My kingdom is not of this world. If it were, my servants would fight to prevent my arrest by the Jewish leaders. But now my kingdom is from another place.” 

1 John 2:1-2 NIV
If anybody sins, we have one who speaks to the Father in our defense — Jesus Christ, the Righteous One. 2 He is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not only for ours but also for the sins of the whole world. 


4. Regarding Destiny:
(that’s the 4th Question in Ravi Zacharias’ 4 Questions)

Carl Sagan: “I would love to believe that when I die I will live again, that some thinking, feeling, remembering part of me will continue. But as much as I want to believe that, and despite the ancient and worldwide cultural traditions that assert an afterlife, I know of nothing to suggest that it is more than wishful thinking.” 

· The Christian theist however believes there is an afterlife - it is first a gift and then a reward, and only in that order.

Revelation 21:1-4 NIV
Then I saw “a new heaven and a new earth,” for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and there was no longer any sea. 2 I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her husband. 3 And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Look! God’s dwelling place is now among the people, and he will dwell with them. They will be his people, and God himself will be with them and be their God. 4 ‘He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death’ or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away.”

Romans 1:19-21 ESV
What can be known about God is plain to us, because God has made it plain to us. 20 For since the creation of the world God’s invisible qualities—his eternal power and divine nature—have been clearly seen, being understood from what has been made, so that people are without excuse.

1 Peter 3:15-17 NIV
In your hearts revere Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect, 16 keeping a clear conscience, so that those who speak maliciously against your good behavior in Christ may be ashamed of their slander. 

· In other words, it’s good that you have Jesus in your heart, but you better be able to defend that hope that you have in Jesus.





· So, there are 3 things God’s Truth challenges us to…

1. Make the most of your t________________ Get off the T____________ and get into a b______________. 
(v.15) Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. 



2. Answer your S________________ with g__________________. 

(v.16) But do this with gentleness and respect




3. Remember that your Truth, although it is empirical and reasonable, is ultimately based in the p________________ of J_________________.

Jesus said, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.”
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